Richmond

Richmond is a market town and civil parish on the River Swale in North Yorkshire,
and is the administrative centre of the district of Richmondshire. It is situated on
the edge of the Yorkshire Dales National Park. It is the most duplicated UK place
name, with 55 occurrences worldwide.

Richmond was founded in 1071 by the Breton Alan Rufus, on lands granted to
him by William the Conqueror. Richmond Castle, completed in 1086, consisted of
a keep with walls encompassing the area now known as the Market Place. The
prosperity of the medieval market town and centre of the Swaledale wool industry
greatly increased in the late 17th and 18th centuries with the burgeoning lead
mining industry in nearby Arkengarthdale. It is from this period that the town’s
attractive Georgian architecture originates the most notable examples of which
are to be found on Newbiggin and in Frenchgate.

Richmond Castle situated in the town centre overlooking the River Swale is a
major tourist attraction. The Green Howards Regimental Museum is based in the
old Trinity Church in the centre of the town's market place; the town is also home
to the Richmondshire Museum. The Georgian Theatre, founded in 1788 by the
actor, Samuel Butler, is just off the market place. A decline in the fortunes of
theatre led to its closure in 1848 and it was used as a warehouse for many years.
In 1963 the theatre was restored and reopened, with a theatre museum added in
1979. More recently, the theatre has become the Georgian Theatre Royal and
was extended in 2003 with the addition of a new block providing services and
access next to the original auditorium.

The stone terminus of Richmond Railway Station, built in a Tudor/Elizabethan
style, opened in 1846 and closed in 1968, shortly before the railway line itself was
taken out of service. After the station closed, the building was used for many
years as a garden centre. It has now been renovated by the Richmondshire
Building Preservation Trust and opened in late 2007 — retitled, simply, The Station
— as a mixed-use space for community and commercial activities. The newly-
renovated station is home to two cinema screens, an art gallery and a restaurant
and cafe. There are also artisan food makers on the premises: The Angel's Share,
Archer's Jersey Ice Cream, Lacey's Cheese, Richmond Brewing Company and
Velvet Heaven.

Nearly 200 years ago some soldiers found an entrance to a tunnel near the castle
keep. They could not fit into the tunnel so they elected to send a regimental
drummer boy. The boy was asked to walk along the tunnel and beat his drum so
that above ground the soldiers could follow the noise. They did this for 3 miles
before the sound stopped unexpectedly. This was never explained and today a
stone marks the spot the noise stopped. More confusingly the entrance can also
not be found. Today schools celebrate this local legend with children marching
through town annually. Legend claims that on some cold nights you can hear the
faint sound of the drummer boy still.



